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At the end of a lease the rayatvciri system should be again adopted for a year or two, with a view to abuses being detected before another lease was granted on the same principles. There was, however, one objection to this in the probability that it might give rise to enmity between Patels and ryots, as it would be to the interest of the former that new land should be cultivated, and to that of the latter that old land should be improved.
Knles for the conduct of the Survey were drawn up at this time by the Deccan Commissioner, and approved by Government, but, as many of his suggestions were subsequently adopted in the regular Survey, it will be as well to reserve further notice of the rules until the details of that measure come under discussion.
In 1823 the Collector of KMndesh proposed the extension of the system of granting istdvd or gradually increasing rental leases to capitalists or the heads of villages, with a view to getting some of the numerous deserted villages populated. Government sanctioned the proposal under restrictions proposed by the Commissioner in the Deccan, to the effect that only waste was to be given on lease to capitalists with the previous permission of the Collector. All leases were to show in detail old cultivated laud and waste newly given out, in order to ensure protection to the ryots against over-exaction, as, if the extra land brought into cultivation in any year were insufficient to meet the increase in assessment, the farmer might be disposed to add on to the assessment of the old land. All patds or annual agreements given to ryots were to contain a full detail of names of new fields and their progressive rents, as well as of old fully-assessed land, with a view to prevent irregularities and fraud, and afford Government the means of knowing, on the expiration of leases, how far they might participate in the improvement resulting fromjsuch leases. Mirds land, on which the rent was fixed, was to be excluded, and the practice of holding istdvd land only as long as its rent was low, and then throwing it up in order to take up new, was to be guarded against.
The season of 1822-23 having been unfavourable, an order was issued, by way of encouragement to the people, that no extra assessment would be levied on lands in which wells had been dag until the expense of their construction had been repaid.